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Vasyl Kyfyak, Doctor of Economics, Professor,
Chernivtsi Institute of Trade and Economics of SUTE,
Chernivtsi

INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE CROSS-BORDER SPACE OF
UKRAINE AND ROMANIA

Modern technologies have entered our everyday lives, shaping
the way we interact with the world, communicate with each other
and, most importantly, learn. The innovative development path of
border regions requires appropriate changes in the field of higher
education. Transformations in this area should be aimed at
educating a competent and knowledgeable specialist, who
corresponds to the level of development of the society and the
requirements of employers. A necessary condition for this is the
establishment of active tripartite interaction to coordinate interests
between higher education institutions (HEIs), modern business
(employers) and government bodies at all levels, both in the
border region and between border regions of countries sharing a
common border.

Analysis of the wuse of innovative approaches to the
development of higher education in the cross-border space of
Ukraine and Romania shows that almost all HEIs actively use
digital platforms and learning management systems (LMS) in
the educational process - tools for distance learning, management
of educational materials and communication between teachers and
students. The method of study and analysis of cases, the
essence of which is to highlight typical situations from practical
activities and find ways to solve the practical tasks set. Role-
playing teaches models of behavior in typical professional
situations. Simulation management models, which are widely
used in business education and many others.

In the cross-border space of Ukraine and Romania, innovative
processes are implemented in the following areas: the formation of
new content of educational programs, the use of problem-based
learning methods and research methods, the creation of training
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companies that provide for actualization of creative potential and
formation of the foundations of independent work of students.

Lifelong education has become relevant and necessary -
advanced training, retraining, especially for internally displaced
persons due to martial law in Ukraine, etc. This need is met by
both in-class and distance learning.

One of the peculiarities of the development of higher
education in the cross-border space is the organization of
integrated learning, the main options of which are:

e internal integration (interaction in the system of special
education of the border regions of Ukraine and Romania);

e external integration (interaction in the system of special and
general mass education of the border regions of Ukraine and
Romania).

This is facilitated by the cooperation between the Chernivtsi
Institute of Trade and Economics of the State University of Trade
and Economics (Ukraine) and the Stefan cel Mare University of
Suceava (Romania). These are various educational programs,
training courses, colloquiums, science festivals, seminars and
practical classes, including distance learning, exchanges between
teachers and students, joint holding of conferences, round tables,
meetings with business representatives of border regions, etc.

Today, the development of cross-border education is an
obligatory element of globalization and internationalization of all
spheres of life in adjacent border territories.

An important role in the organization of integrated education
of students in the cross-border space of Romania and Ukraine
should be played by the initiated project “Links between theory
and practice in cross-border education in Romania and Ukraine”
according to Agreement HUSKROUA/23/RS/3.1/043 as of October
10, 2024 between the Stefan cel Mare University of Suceava
(Suceava city, Romania) and the Chernivtsi Institute of Trade and
Economics of SUTE (Chernivtsi city, Ukraine) within the framework
of the InterregVI-A NEXT Hungary-Slovakia- Romania-Ukraine
2021-2027, which provides for the improvement, information and
technical support of educational programs in economic specialties.
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The fundamental basis of the new technological structure of
society will most likely be highly efficient information technologies,
for the implementation of which various means of informatics
based on new physical principles will be used.

As Vandana Giri notes in her work "Information technology
and education", "The new tech era has not only made our lives
easier but has also created a whole lot of opportunities for
companies in the education sector to come up with innovative
ideas to aid and facilitate teaching and learning. It could be
through interactive web-based programs, simple and fun to learn
web-based activities, reviews, tutorials, referencing software,
simulations and information in different languages using different
digital platforms and much more, promoting a rich and conducive
learning environment" [1].

Based on Dr. James Paul Gee’s research on gamification and
its benefits in education, German psychologist Hermann
Ebbinghaus’s research on human memory and suggestions from
other scholars, Christen Spehr offers several innovative
approaches to improving student learning. This is immersive
learning (AR/VR) - an approach to learning that immerses
students in an experience for more immersive learning, usually
using virtual or augmented reality. The use of artificial
intelligence (AI), where students can use Al chat bots as tutors
to break down complex concepts, provide instant feedback or
answer questions. Gamification. A key reason for the success of
gamification in education is that it makes students active
participants in their learning. Students are not just passively
consuming information by reading or listening, but are also taking
actions and making decisions that directly affect their experience.
They take responsibility for their own learning. Another innovative
approach is the use of microlearning, which breaks down lecture
content into small chunks that students are more likely to
remember. The short nature of microlearning allows students to
stay engaged and focused on the most important information.
There are many ways to approach microlearning using technology,
including short videos, interactive quizzes, online games or digital
flashcards. Social media can also be an effective tool for
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microlearning, given the small pieces of information that are
shared across platforms. 3D printing is also becoming more
widespread for creating practical models. Wearable devices or
wearable technologies include smart watches, fitness trackers,
smart glasses, headphones, etc. Educational robotics integrated
into education offers students a dynamic, hands-on way to engage
with STEM [2].

Thus, with the rapid growth of information in all spheres of life
in border regions, when new research and approaches in education
are constantly emerging, innovations in educational technologies
are necessary and widely in demand, which forces higher
education teachers to look for new ways to make learning more
attractive, effective and relevant for students.

The basis for the modernization of higher education should be
new educational information technologies, new types of higher
education institutions, a modern management structure and
experienced scientific and pedagogical staff.
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